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A. You know, sir, 'tis natural for people to say a
man deals with the Devil when he tells people their
thoughts, foretells to them what comes to pass, and
resolves such doubts as nobody but the Devil could
resolve.

Dr. And perhaps the Devil himself could not do
those things if he was to appear and do his utmost,
for he knows no more of things to come than you or
I do, and perhaps not so much.

A. Nay, do riot join me to yourself, pray, for you
may know more than the Devil himself can tell you.

Dr. Or else I would burn my books, and pretend
no more to the sacred sciences which I have so
much veneration for, and which you call my prac-
tice.

A. If I was sure of that I should have another
kind of notion of you and your practice than I have
yet, I assure you.

Dr. If you was sure of what ?

A. Why, that you do not perform these things
by the help of a familiar spirit.

Dr. Nay, hold, I don't say that neither; but are
there no spirits but what are devils ?

A. I don't know, indeed, as to that; but we un-
derstand no other; when we talk of a familiar spirit
we always understand by it the Devil.

Dr. Then you misunderstand it, sir, that's cer-
tain : unsufferable ignorance! why, are there no
good spirits ?

A. I can say nothing to that.

Dr. And perhaps are not desirous to be in-
formed.

A. Nay, there you wrong me, and take me for
a fool into the bargain ; for there are none but fools
that have no delight in understanding; I would be
informed of everything that I do not know.

Dr. There would be no such things as fools, sir,
if they were willing to be informed.